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“You try to scream, but terror takes the sound before

you make it. You start to freeze as horror looks you 

right between the eyes. You're paralyzed”
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Pitfalls in the Consecutive Mode

•

“Consecutaneous” 

≠

consecutive

•

Omissions: beginning, middle and end

•

Changes of meaning

•

Leaving in source language

•

Reformulation problems

•

Too many notes

•

Not enough notes

•

Very slow responses: Running out of time

•

False cognates

•

Inaccuracy with names & numbers

•

Backtracking

•

Not using repetitions/ using them inappropriately

•

Hypnotized candidate- stops paying attention
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• Your Honor, the prosecution rests

• Adjudication withheld

• My client invokes the fifth

• You will be violated if you test positive

• We move to suppress

• The Government will move for a 5K motion

• He has been charged with assault and 

battery

• The defendant waives extradition

• He filed for a  Nelson Hearing

• She entered a plea of no contest to burglary 

of a conveyance

• We will invoke the sequestration order
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IDIOMS:

Directions: Provide definition or

explanation IN ENGLISH

•

1. Kick the bucket

•

2. Drop in the bucket

•

3. Slap on the wrist

•

4. All in the same boat

•

5. At the drop of a hat

•

6. Barking  the wrong tree

•

7. Bite your tongue

•

8. Blood is thicker than water

•

9. Can’t cut the mustard

•

10. Drive someone up the wall

•

11. Flash in the pan

•

12. Hit the road

•

13. I don’t have a dog in this fight

•

14. Gut feeling

•

15. Hit the sack

•

16. Keep your chin up

•

17. Know the ropes

•

18. Let the cat out of the bag

•

19. The tail is wagging the dog

•

20. Not playing with a full deck

•

21. Smell a rat

•

22. The ball is in your court

•

23. Monday morning quarter-

backing

•

24. You can’t un-ring that bell

•

25. You only get one bite at the 

apple
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•
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•
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•

Practice your AIM (

Agustin de la Mora
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•
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•

Mental 

templates

•

Familiarity

•

Prediction

Part I

Q: The Question
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Part II

A: The Long Answer

•

A story

•

Mental pictures: “the movie”
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•

Birds of a feather…flock together

•

We gravitate toward and hang out with 

other “bilinguals”

•

Great party trick!

•

Why do we CODE SWITCH?

–

Scientific evidence shows that bilingual 

individuals code switch because…

Code Switching:

The “Kiss of Death”
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The 3 Modes of Interpreting

When do we use each?

•

Sight Translation

•

Consecutive

•

Simultaneous

Welcome to Intensive 

Consecutive Skill Building
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•

Understanding Original is essential, Legalese v. 

plain language.

•

Units of meaning, not individual words.

i.e. Cállate, coñ…...!

•

Familiarity with subject, sense expectation helps.

–

“What kind of “sheet” are you talking about?”

•

Ambiguity inherent in language, so need for 

context  Ex. “Do you know what a square is?.”

•

Linguistic and Extra-linguistic knowledge 

“Hindsight is always 20/20.”

Being there
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Problems Are Caused By:

•

Incomplete or lack of Comprehension:  

–

Ex., La mujer que tiene pelo chino…

•

Reformulation Problems: syntax, content, linguistic 

interference:

–

“me dijeron que viniera hoy”

•

Ambient interference: noise, accent, speed

•

Excess effort in one function affects others
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Patricia Michelsen-King

•

Divide page in half. 

–

Take notes vertically

•

Make notes simple and 

concise

(Write main ideas, trigger 

words)

•

Draw, make your own 

symbols

•

Practice, practice, practice
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Smooth Sailing… all is well: 

Jury selections, jury 

instructions, reading of the 
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What a breeze…
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The “Rozan Method”

Jean-François Rozan (1956)

A. Placement of ideas on page

B. Indentation & verticalization

C. Common abbreviations

D. Symbols: math, science, Greek letters, arrows, 

punctuation marks, your own symbols

E. Lines: negation, relationship, repetition, emphasis, 

direction

*Notes are an aid to memory not an end to 

themselves
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Other Recommendations

(Andrew Gillies, 2005)

•

Notepad should:

–

Be large enough but small enough

–

Plain pages, faint grid lines or margin line

–

Have a firm back (support)

•

Notes Should be:

–

Taken vertically

–

Organized into chunks- clearly marked

•

Writing utensils should:

–

Write quickly

–

Not smudge
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Claudia’s Practical Advice:

•

Bring extra writing supplies

•

Get background specifics

•

Use margin wisel

•

Write the FIRST and the LAST word of 

utterance: The “Bookend” approach

•

Take simple and concise notes (“trigger 

notes”)

•

Unleash your creativity: draw!

•

Write ALL numbers down

•

Use lots and lots of abbreviations and 

symbols

•

Use arrows and lines

•

Develop your own arsenal of symbols

•

Practice, practice, practice
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Trial Day:
Smooth Sailing… all is well: 

Jury selections, jury instructions, reading of the charges, opening remarks... 

What a breeze…
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Consecutive Interpretation

www.interpreter-training.com

The letter M in AIM stands for

-The faculty by which the mind 

stores and remembers 

information


Microsoft_PowerPoint_Slide34.sldx
Consecutive Interpretation

www.interpreter-training.com



The letter M in AIM stands for

-The faculty by which the mind stores and remembers information





35





image2.jpeg







image1.png

de la Mora interpreter training









)

Consecutive Interpretation

ety amsandstor (2,
ety by whichtherind 1





image36.emf
Do you have good memory?

Is it “good memory” or is it 

visualization + attention?
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The Chain Method

•

The Linking Rules:

–

Visualize

–

It is all about you

–

Size does matter

–

Go ahead be silly

“A chain is as 

strong as its 

weakest link

”
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Until counsel 

dares utter

the words every 

interpreter

dreads to hear…
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Visualize

See the story and

become part of it
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Let’s do a quick exercise!
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The Victim: James Earl Mason
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Once upon a time…

MURDER:

THE 2007
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All right. We rented a room. It was fairly early in the morning.

There were a lot of people out, I can tell you that much. We first

met Mr. Mason while he was sitting up on the second floor

balcony. He hollers down and asks Jason, "Do you know where

you can get any good weed at?" Jason said, "No, man.“ He said,

"Do you know where you can get any at?" He said, "No”. Then he

said, “All I got is some of my mama's pills.“

(88 words)
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I was trying to tell Jason all the way across the street, "I don't 

really want to buy no pills from this guy.  I don't know who he is.  

But if you want them, buy them.  I'm not going to use them.“ 

Well, he offered to give Jason one of them. He called it “a bar”. 

(57 words)
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